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The HP Retiree Club of Houston provides opportunities to gather with the friends and coworkers
you knew during your working career. We rely on
our membership to guide our selection of activities, so let the Steering Committee know what activities would interest you.

C OORDINATOR ’ S C ORNER —Carlos Fernandez
I hope 2019 is treating you well. It is
hard to believe how fast this year
has progressed; in no time we will be
enjoying Houston’s usual short
spring and move into a long, very
long, summer.
Over the holidays and the first part
of the year we had several requests
from new retirees as well as older
retirees to be added to our club. All
these additions have been made
possible by word of mouth. Since we
do not have an indication of who is
retiring from the many company
splits and spinoffs, the best way to
reach new members is through you
by sharing this newsletter and our
contact information to your soon-tobe retired friends. Thanks to those
that have made referrals.
Welcome to our newest planning
committee member: Herman De
Hoop. Learn more about him in this
newsletter’s “Spotlight”. He joined
the committee in January and is
learning the ropes and will soon pick

up a role where his talents can best
be used by the club.
We continue to include in the newsletters a section to spotlight different
members. If you have suggestions on
whom we should include in future
newsletters let us know. You can self
-select yourself as well if you want,
just let us know.
We started the year with a January
day trip to the Houston Museum of
Natural Science and Treebeards
Downtown located in the historic
Christ Church Cathedral; and continued our program with a timely seminar on the Tax Cuts Jobs Act that
became effective with our 2018 taxes - timely because most of us are
getting ready to do our taxes and
strategizing for 2019. More on these
two activities inside this newsletter
and later on posted in our website.
As in last year, we will be conducting
a club survey in the next few weeks
to start planning the year 2020. Re-

member that our 2019 activity calendar was developed based on your
feedback from the early 2018 member survey. Please make your choices
when the survey is sent your way.
Check out the rest of 2019 calendar
in this newsletter and our webpage
to see what else is coming.
On behalf of the planning committee, I want to thank you for reading and sharing this newsletter and
for your participation in the planned
activities. Also, I personally would
like to thank the steering committee
for their dedication, talent, and persistence to keep our Houston retirees connected.
Enjoy the remainder of the cool days
and nights before we succumb to
Houston’s
legendary hot
and sticky
weather.

U PCOMING A CTIVITIES
March 28, Thursday

Newman’s Castle, Bellville, Tx, lunch from the Bakery

April 24, Wednesday

Painted Churches, Werner’s Café, Spoetzl Brewery

May 16, Thursday

Spring Social, Mia Bella

June 11, Tuesday

Zedler Mill and Oil Museum, Luling, Tx, lunch tbd

July tbd

Seminar, tbd

August 15, Thursday

Texas Quilt Museum, La Grange, Tx, lunch tbd

September 18, Wednesday

Wine tour, tbd

October tbd

Fall Social

November tbd

Community Service activity

M EET Y OUR S TEERING C OMMITTEE
Committee Responsibility

Committee Member

Coordinator

Carlos Fernandez

Treasurer/Meeting location reservations

Jan Frazier

Meeting Notes/Action Tracker

Vicki Gore

Precinct 4 Bus Coordinator

Karen Brown, Michael Duhs

Trip planning & research/Socials

FG Seeberger, Steering Committee

Seminar Coordinator

Jan Frazier, Lori Day

Club website

Ellen Chadick, Carlos Fernandez, Michael Duhs

Newsletter / Editor

Karen Brown, Michael Duhs

Mail Chimp / Evite

Lori Day, FG Seeberger
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
NEWMAN’S CASTLE
Experience the old world charm of Newman’s Castle, a one-of-a-kind custom creation hidden just outside of Bellville in the rolling countryside. The castle features a moat (watch out for gators!), a massive working 3,000 lb. drawbridge with an accompanying portcullis, a chapel, five round corner turrets, a courtyard, and a central keep with a
dramatic view of the surrounding lands. A perimeter wall encompasses the castle, ensuring you are safe from oncoming marauders during your visit. Lunch will be in the castle.
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Painted Churches, Werner’s Café, Spoetzl Brewery
St. Mary’s Catholic Church– High Hill, Schulenburg

Since 1858, one of the earlier painted churches. Known as the “Queen of the Painted Churches”. A
few steps up to the entrance so walkers are OK.

Sts. Cyril & Methodius Catholic Painted Church – Shiner
Started 1891. Stained glass windows imported from Munich, Germany
A few steps up to the entrance so walkers are OK.
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES, cont’d.
LUNCH AT WERNER’S CAFE

Recommended by Brewery and Chamber of Commerce
Serves American, German & Mexican food

Spoetzl Brewery – Shiner

Kosmos Spoetzl founded the brewery in 1909. Shiner beer is known throughout the
US as the best little brewery in Texas.
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P AST A CTIVITIES ,
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Museum of Natural Science
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Treebeards
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HP R ETIREE

SPOTLIGHT

March Spotlight: Herman De Hoop

Herman was born in the Netherlands but
spent his childhood on Aruba. In his teens,
his parents sent him to Canada to learn
English. As a result, he still is never sure
how to spell neighbor or neighbour. After
two years he returned to Aruba with his
hockey puck and skates. He grew up too
fast to ever use them again. Herman’s family then moved to Gainesville, FL, where he
finished high school and then attended the
University of Florida, graduating with a degree in history.

Retirement turned out to be even busier.
Herman has gone back to reading, focusing
on the history of the second world war, civil
war and moving back to colonial and revolutionary history. When he was not reading,
he had more time to spend on bicycling. it
supplanted running as a hobby. Besides riding in the area around Houston, he also participated in charity rides such as the MS
150, and long trips in New Mexico, Colorado, Washington State and more recently in
Missouri.

From there he moved to Rutgers University
in NJ, where he met his wife of 52 years,
Pat. After four years of teaching history at a
small South Texas university, Herman
moved to Houston in 1974. There he
switched to computers, managing data centers and writing business programs. Eventually after a short stint at Unisys in Washington, DC, Herman joined Compaq Computer
in 1988 in the Engineering group. After the
merger with HP he worked in technical marketing in the Notebook Business Unit at HP
and retired in 2007. He continued to work as
a consultant for a software test consortium,
and fully retired in 2010.

Herman has a daughter, who now lives in
Dallas, with a wonderful family including two
grandchildren, and even more animals. One
of the great joys of his later years has been
to spend more time with all of them. At least
once a week Herman and Pat go square
dancing, where they have made many
friends. For the last six years, Herman has
joined many of the trips with the HP retiree
group and looks forward to helping organize
many more.
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R ESOURCES
For more retiree information from HPE/HPI, please access these websites via user names and passwords in
the table below:
www.hp.com/retiree - (Maintained by HP Inc (HPI) for retirees)
HP has just completed an overhaul of the www.hp.com/retiree website, retaining some information that is
available to any of the legacy company retirees and does NOT require a password. The other information
(Benefits, Discounts, Open Enrollment - specific to HP Inc) has been moved to HP Continuum and DOES
require you to create your own user name and password. There is no longer duplication of information on
the two sites.
Are you an HP retiree with a Payroll issue? HP has cancelled its 1-800 number for employees and retirees
to reach Payroll. The only way to contact HP Payroll is through this email address: payroll.us.i@hpe.com.
(Note: type carefully … the letter “i” in the email address identifies you as an HP Inc. designated retiree.) Include your full name and employee number in the message.
www.hpcontinuum.com - HP news, retiree stories, videos, and member spotlights for HPI employees that
meet the following criteria:
•
•
•

Age 55 and 10 years of service under the HP Retiree Medical Program
Age 55 and 15 years of service under the Pre-2003 Retiree Medical Program
Age 50 with at least five years of vesting service under the Compaq Computer Corporation Cash Account Pension Plan (CAPP) under the Former Digital Retiree Health Program.

www.hpalumni.org - HP Alumni Association (Maintained by volunteer HP retirees/former employees)
Join HPAA at no charge; use the online Benefits forum to compare notes on US retiree health plans – yearround and during Annual Enrollment. Check out their website for a wealth of information and selected forums to join.
1. Know someone leaving HP? Send them this link to our "ASAP Checklist" -- advice from members of the
independent HP Alumni Association on urgent things to do before losing HP access and in the following
weeks. (Membership not required.)
2. Social Security. Video with an expert from the Social Security Administration. When to start. How working
affects your benefits. Spouse, children, divorce, survivor, disability, taxes. Much more.
* Note: Usernames and Passwords are available when you sign up to HP Continuum

Program
HP Retiree Club of Houston

URL
www.hprchou.com

HPI (Discounts area, choose Retiree Discounts link) * www.beneplace.com/hp_employee/
HP Continuum (News, Benefits, Contacts)

www.hpcontinuum.com

Employee Programs (Discounts) *

www.houston.hpway.org

HP Branded Merchandise *

www.hpstore.com click on Partners

“Be who you are and say what you feel because those who mind don't
matter and those who matter don't mind. “
Dr. Seuss
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