
  

 

ìĲũĦŸůĲ 
 

The HP Retiree Club of  Houston provides 
opportunities to gather with the friends and 
coworkers you knew during your working   

career. We rely on our membership to guide 
our selection of  activities, so let the 

Planning Committee know what activities 
interest you . 

9ŸŰƣĲŰƣƚ 

ìĲũĦŸůĲЯШƓЮШΝ 
9ŸŸƖĬŔŰċƣŸƖќƚЮ9ŸƖŰĲƖЯШƓЮШΞ 
ΞΜΞΡШ9ċũĲŰĬċƖЯШƓЮШΟ 
ÑƖċƻĲũШ]ƨǃЯШƓƓЮШΠ-Ρ 
ŰŰŸƨŰĦĲůĲŰƣƚЯШƓЮШΣ 

xŸŰĲШÉƣċƖШEĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰЯШШƓЮШΤ 
ÑŔƓƚШŉŸƖШxŔŉĲЯШƓƓЮШΥ-ΝΜ 
ÂċƚƣШ ĦƣŔƻŔƣŔĲƚЯШƓƓЮШΝΝ-ΝΟ 

ÖƓĦŸůŔŰŊШ ĦƣŔƻŔƣŔĲƚЯШƓƓЮΝΠ-ΝΡ 
ÉƣĲĲƖŔŰŊШ9ŸůůŔƣƣĲĲЯШƓЮШΝΣ 

ÅĲƚŸƨƖĦĲƚЯШƓЮШΝΤ 

  

17 June, Tuesday KPRC Studio Tour, Tejas Brewery 

15 July, Tuesday Lone Star Museum 

14 August, Thursday Museum  of Fine Arts, Kinder Bldg. 

ÖƓĦŸůŔŰŊЮЮĦƣŔƻŔƣŔĲƚЮΥΣΥΨ 

HP Retiree Club  
of Houston  
June, 2025 

www.hprchou.com 
HPI/HPE Houston Retiree Facebook 

https://www.click2houston.com/video/news/2024/02/13/kprc-2-team-takes-you--behind-the-scenes-in-our-brand-new-studio-a/
https://tejasbeer.com/brewery-tap-room/
https://lonestarflight.org/
https://www.mfah.org/
http://www.hprchou.com/
http://www.hprchou.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/606616382367918


2 

 

Coordinatorôs Corner  ð      Carlos Fernandez 

Dear Houston HP Retiree 
Club members,  

 
 
This spring we continued with our 
busy event calendar for 2025 with 
a visit to the National Funeral 
Museum (with lunch at 
Pappasito's), a group social at 
Moôs Irish Pub, and a theatre night 
to see ñDas Barbecuò at Stages 
(with dinner at Barnabyôs).  
 
Member participation at these 
three events was a bit spotty with 
twelve, twenty, and eleven in 
attendance, respectively. We were 
pleased to see fresh faces at the 
Stages play.  
 
For our outing later this month, on 
June 17th, to KPRC Channel 2 
Studios, we expect a strong 
showing. We will be restricting this 
to 25 participants due to a KPRC 
limitation. As of this writing this 
day trip is already 100% booked; if 
you were not able to RSVP, we 
will let you know if we have any 
cancellations.  
 
Coming up later in the summer we 
have three exciting outings and a 
face-to-face seminar. For the first 
two outings, Lone Star Flight 
Museum (check out the photos 
from an earlier club visit to the 
Flight Museum here) in July, and 
Museum of Fine Arts Houston 
(MFAH), in August. In order to 
take advantage of group discounts 
for these two day trips, we will be 
making a prepayment to cover 
those that RSVP within the 
window to be provided in the Evite 
to make sure we secure our spots 
and docents. If you do not RSVP 
within the window provided, you 
still will be able to join us, if 
capacity is available, by paying a 
regular senior rate at the door. 

Look for more details on this when 
we send the ñsave the dateò email 
and Evite for each event. Our last 
visit to the MFAH was a virtual 
event during the pandemic - here 
is the recording of that 
presentation. For our visit this 
year, they will be giving us a 
guided tour of the Nancy and Rich 
Kinder building exhibits described 
in the recording. You may want to 
see the video beforehand to 
appreciate the tour more fully. 
 
Also, this summer, we are excited 
to return to a boat tour on the 
Houston Ship Channel and Port of 
Houston. I personally have made 
this tour with the club twice 
already - once during a family 
reunion, and once more with a not
-for-profit organization. Each time I 
have been there I learn something 
new and continue to be amazed at 
the many industries and 
humongous ships that are docked 
along the channel and port. If you 
have not been there you should 
sign up for that in September.  
Here is the most recent club visit 
to the Ship Channel. 
 
To wrap up the summer we have 
again invited an FBI agent to give  
a talk on the evolving topic of  
cybersecurity. This is the third  
year in a row we do this é it never  
gets old as there are always  
developing threats and new  
information that affect many of us. 
 
In the fall we are looking forward 
to seeing you at our fall social, 
another face-to-face seminar (end-
of-life planning), our annual 
volunteer member event (Kids 
Meals), and finally, a visit to the 
Botanical Gardens Radiant Lights 
to get us in the holiday spirit.  
 
You can always check our 

webpage calendar to see the 
upcoming events. 
 
I hope you enjoyed our brief spring 
weather and are prepared for 
another hot and humid summer. 
Also, I hope you are getting ready 
for the hurricane season that 
started June 1. According to the 
Houston Chronicle (May 22, 
2025): ñOf the 13 to 19 named 
storms, six to ten could become 
hurricanes, é also expect three to 
five major hurricanes éò Will any 
of those hit Texas? Click2Houston 
says (May 1, 2025) that ñHouston 
only takes a direct hit from a 
hurricane about once every five 
and a half years.ò With Beryl 
hitting the Houston area in July 
and the Derecho in May of last 
year, weôve already had our share! 
Let us hope we get a respite this 
season é cross your fingers.  
 
I want to extend my appreciation 
to the coordinating committee 
members for their contributions to 
the club with their talent, their 
time, and their passion to serve. 
I am looking forward to seeing you 
at many of our upcoming events 
during the year; please share this 
newsletter with others you think 
will be interested in reading it. 
 

  

 

http://www.hprchou.com/uploads/8/1/0/1/81011852/2018_june_flight_museum.jpg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lSoMeEz64oKU6191_L33pSB1r-uKG03V/view
http://www.hprchou.com/uploads/8/1/0/1/81011852/port_ninfas_2017.jpg
http://www.hprchou.com/calendar.html
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Date Activity 

 16 January, Thursday Income Tax Seminar, Spring Creek BBQ 

23 January, Thursday HPE & HPI tours 

25 February, Tuesday Hindu Temple, Rothko Chapel 

31 March, Monday Funeral Museum, Pappasitos 

24 April, Thursday Social, Moôs Irish Pub, 4-6pm 

14 May, Wednesday Stages Theater: Das Barbecu 

17 June, Tuesday KPRC/Channel 2 Studio Tour/Tejas Brewery 

15 July, Tuesday Lone Star Flight Museum 

14 August, Tuesday  Museum of Fine Arts 

4 September, Thursday Cybersecurity Seminar (Spring Creek BBQ) 

23 September, Tuesday Houston Ship Channel Boat Tour 

 October, TBD Fall Social  

23 October, Thursday End of Life Planning 

14 November, Friday VolunteerðKids Meals 

4 December, Thursday Houston  Botanical Garden Radiant Lights 

2025 Event Calendar (subject to change) 

https://nmfh.org/
https://stageshouston.com/event/das-barbecu/
https://www.click2houston.com/video/news/2024/02/13/kprc-2-team-takes-you--behind-the-scenes-in-our-brand-new-studio-a/
https://lonestarflight.org/
https://www.mfah.org/
https://porthouston.com/community/tours/reservations/
https://kidsmealsinc.org/
https://youtu.be/E5oIV2pZ0O0?feature=shared
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Mike the Travel Guy on Safari!!!!! (Part 1) 

Mike Maglothin 

 

 
Ever considered going on Safari? Lions, and 
Giraffes, and Hippos, oh MY!  This was a 
bucket list item for me and it did not 
disappoint.  
 
Tanzania is a land where the rhythms of 
nature beat strong, and the wild speaks in 
roars, rumbles, and rustles. Seeing animals in 
the wild is somehow so different and raw.  I 
didnôt know how close weôd get to the animals 
but I could have petted a lioness she was so 
close (I didnôt, I still have both arms).  

I saw elephants eating morning glories along 
the road and I learned things from the 
incredible guides (Did you know giraffes canôt 
speak?). At one point we were surrounded by 
over 150 baboons going about their business.  

We even took a turn in a hot air balloon, 
soaring over the Serengeti!!!  One of the 4 
star resorts we stayed in REQUIRED you to 
be escorted to and from your cabin at night 
and a leopard was spotted on the property the 
morning we were scheduled to leave.  

We learned about the culture of the different 
peoples including the Nomadic Maasai who 
are shepherds. They all carry a staff, as 
shepherds have done for thousands of years. 
They believe God put them on this earth to 
take care of the cows. So strongly do they 
believe, that they are known to acquire lost 
cows (i.e. cows on property not owned by 
them) and bring them ñhomeò.  One of the 
pictures is of me with a Maasai family and Iôm 
holding the ñElder stickò quite an honor, even 
though I am, in fact, an Elder at this point in 
my life. Their sandals are actually made with 

old motorcycle tires!  Ohé what a trip!! 

Safariôs typically run from $6k on the low end 
to over 20k on the high end. They are typically 
10 days or more in this region, mainly 
because there are so many major regions to 
see!  The best time to go depends on what 
you want to see.  
 
The peak season is the dry season when 
water becomes scarce which is June to 
October. That is when the great migration 
occurs because many of the animals cannot 
get enough to eat if they stay in their normal 
winter grazing grounds. The wet season is 
split into heavy rain season (March to May) 
and short rain season )November to January). 
Our safari was walking only although there is 
allowance for a limited number of hunting 
safariôs. They also have real campgrounds for 
safarié but uhé no thanks!!!   
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Mike the Travel Guy on Safari!!!!!  contôd 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tarangire National Park 
 
This park was closest to our first hotel in 
Arusha and although less popular than some 
of parks, it was our first look at several ani-
mals including elephants, zebras, giraffes, 
and a few other animals and  even a chance 
to see the huge Kilimanjaro Volcano. It also 
included the Baobab tree. It has a huge trunk 
and when it loses itôs leaves it looks like a 
tree upside down with itôs roots in the air. For 
those LOTR fans, they look like an Ent with 
itôs head buried in the ground.  
 
Ngorongoro Crater 
 
The crater caldera is a collapsed crater with 
the sides intact and it is 10-12 miles wide!  An 
amazing ñlost worldò experience. We saw li-
ons here, impalas, zebras, 4 rhinos including 
2 of the rare black rhinos, elephants and so 
much more, itôs an ecosystem of itself. 

Ok.. so much for the boring part of the trip (it 
wasnôt, but it DOES get even better). 
 
Iôll save the Serengeti and the hot air balloon 
ride for the next travel article!!   
 
Ready to go already? Then pack your cam-
era, open your senses, and prepare for a 
journey like no other, into the soul of Africa. 
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Announcements 

Has your email changed?  Need to unsubscribe? 
Send an email to Carlos Fernandez 

 
 

Get your prescriptions at Walgreens?   
Available for HPE retirees and retirees before the HP split 

HPE campus - 701 E. Mossy Oaks Rd,  

 
 

 
 

 
HPI/HPE Hou-

ston Retiree  

Alumni Group  

  

mailto:carlosfernandez@fernandez.net
https://www.facebook.com/groups/606616382367918
https://www.facebook.com/groups/606616382367918
https://www.facebook.com/groups/606616382367918
https://www.facebook.com/groups/606616382367918
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Lone Star College Academy of Lifelong Learning  
2025-2026 Registration 

For $25 per year, you can register for as many 
classes as fit your schedule.  Classes are offered 

at all of the Lone Star campuses. 

https://online.anyflip.com/evsbq/zker/mobile/index.html
http://services.lonestar.edu/ceregistration/
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How to Divide Your Personal Possessions  

Without  Dividing the Family 
 

05/05/2025|Savvy Senior 

 
Tips for divvying up your personal possessions fairly. 

 
Dear Savvy Senior, 

 

Do you have any suggestions on divvying up my personal possessions to my 
kids after Iôm gone without causing hard feelings or conflict? I have a lot of jewel-
ry, art, family heirlooms and antique furniture, and four grown kids that donôt al-
ways see eye-to-eye on things. 

ðConflicted Parent 

 
Dear Conflicted, 

Divvying up personal possessions among adult children or other loved ones can often 
be a tricky task. Deciding who should get what without showing favoritism, hurting 
someoneôs feelings or causing a feud can be difficult, even for close-knit families who 
enter the process with the best of intentions. Here are a few tips to consider that can 
help you divide your stuff with minimal conflict.  

Sweating the Small Stuff 

For starters, you need to be aware that itôs usually the small, simple items of little mone-
tary value that arenôt mentioned in your will that cause the most conflicts. This is be-
cause the value we attach to the small personal possessions is usually sentimental or 
emotional, and because the simple items are the things that most families fail to talk 
about. 

Family battles can also escalate over whether things are being divided fairly by mone-
tary value. So, for items of higher value like your jewelry, antiques and art, consider get-
ting an appraisal to assure fair distribution. To locate an appraiser in your area, try ISA-
appraisers.org, Appraisers.org or AppraisersAssociation.org. 
 
Dividing Fairly 

The best solution for passing along your personal possessions is for you to go through 
your house with your kids or other heirs either separately or all at once to find out which 
items they would like to inherit and why. They may have some emotional attachment to 
something youôre not aware of. If more than one child wants the same thing, youôll have 
to make the ultimate decision. 

https://savvysenior.org/how-to-divide-your-personal-possessions-without-dividing-the-family/
http://isa-appraisers.org/
http://isa-appraisers.org/
http://appraisers.org/
http://appraisersassociation.org/
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How to Divide Your Personal Possessions contôd. 
 
 

Then you need to sit down and make a list of who gets what on paper, signed, dated 
and referenced in your will. You can revise it anytime you want. You may also want to 
consider writing an additional letter or create an audio or video recording that further ex-
plains your intentions. 

 

You can also specify a strategy for divvying up the rest of your property. Here are some 
popular methods that are fair and reasonable: 

 

Take turns choosing: Use a round-robin process where your kids take turns choosing 
the items they would like to have. If who goes first becomes an issue, they can always 
flip a coin or draw straws. Also, to help simplify things, break down the dividing process 
room-by-room, versus tackling the entire house. To keep track of who gets what, either 
make a list or use adhesive dots with a color assigned to each person to tag the item. 

Have a family auction: Give each person involved the same amount of play money or 
use virtual points or poker chips to bid on the items they want. 

Use online resources: For families who want help or live far apart, there are web-
based resources like FairSplit.com that can assist with the dividing process. 

http://fairsplit.com/
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Tips for Life 

Mental health: learn to control 
your anxiety using the 10/10/10 

rule 
 
 
The 10-10-10 Rule, created by author Su-
zy Welch, is a simple yet effective meth-
od for making decisions and reducing 
stress. It helps you gain perspective by 
asking three key questions: 

§ How will I feel about this decision 
in 10 minutes? 

 
§ How will I feel about it in 10 
months? 

 
§ How will I feel about it in 10 
years? 

 
 
 

By stepping back and considering the 

long-term impact, you can avoid impulsive 

reactions and make choices that align 

with your values and goals. This tech-

nique is particularly useful for managing 

anxiety, as it shifts your focus away from 

immediate stress and toward a broader, 

more rational perspective. 

https://www.carenity.us/condition-information/magazine/advice/mental-health-learn-to-control-your-anxiety-using-the-101010-rule-1778
https://www.carenity.us/condition-information/magazine/advice/mental-health-learn-to-control-your-anxiety-using-the-101010-rule-1778
https://www.carenity.us/condition-information/magazine/advice/mental-health-learn-to-control-your-anxiety-using-the-101010-rule-1778
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PastШActivities 

National Museum of Funeral History 
By Jacqueline Dillemuth 

The HPI/HPE Alumni Group enjoyed an interesting day trip to the National Museum of 
Funeral History located at 415 Barren Springs Dr, Houston, TX 77090. 
  
Since 1992, the National Museum of Funeral History has been providing an educational 
experience with nearly 31,000 square feet of exhibit space with the largest display of fu-
neral service memorabilia. Exhibits include memorials to Presidents George H. W. Bush 
and Abraham Lincoln, the History of Embalming and Cremation, 9/11 and Fallen Heroes 
Tribute, visual displays of a 19th Century Mourning, tributes to musicians, artists, Holly-
wood stars, and Popes. The highlight of the museum is the large collection of historical 
hearses spanning from the Civil War to more recent times. Following the museum trip, 
the group enjoyed lunch at Pappasitos. All in all, a great day trip. 


